ITALIAN & HUMANIST SCRIPTS

Rotunda Capitals

HE STRUCTURE OF the Rotunda Capital is less clearly defined

than the minuscule (pp. §6-87). Both single and double stem
capitals can be used; historically, they were often combined with
Lombardic Capitals (pp. 64-65). The double stem capitals shown
here have been taken from a number of sources and should be
regarded only as guide for individual interpretations. As with the
Rotunda minuscules, a “double ductus” applies, with all curved
strokes and some upright strokes drawn with the pen at 30°, and
the remaining strokes drawn with the pen at the horizontal.

Sweeping curved strokes help
establish a rhythm

The pen is held at 30° for the
curved strokes of the Rotunda
Capital

A single diamond
stroke reduces the
volume of space

_in the counter

Counters

The round, open nature of the Rotunda
Capital tends to produce generous
counters. The expanse of white space
can be broken by the addition of spurs,
diamonds, double hairlines, or a
combination of these elements.

Square feet

If the pen is at 30° at the top of the
stem, the angle should be maintained
for the whole stroke, finishing at the
baseline. To create the square foot,
use the corner of the nib to trace
along the baseline and up to join the
right side of the stem. Fill in this
triangle of white space with ink.

The feet are outlined
and filled in with the
comer of the nib

Alternative form of M

In this form of M, the double
stroke is in the centre of the letter
and a large sweeping stroke has
been incorporated. The volume
of space in the counter has been
reduced by the double hairline.

The gap between the two stem strokes
should be about half a pen width |
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Diagonal hairlines can be
added to the letter D (left)
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Vertical

5 hairlines can
be added
through the
counter of
the B

The stem of

the F can
" alteratively be
4 ’5.} drawn with a
double stroke
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Hackles can be added
5\ to the first stem of the |
4 >—»

88



